
wise and-- well considered. That provision which author- - i

izes a lien on the growing crop, or crop to be grown, has j

tended greatly to impoverish the mass of the people, and jTHE CLARION. GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.
By E. BarVidale.-- J. L. Powor.-Han- is Earksdalt

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Jackson, Miss., January 6, 1880.

Umtlmt n of tht Senate, and House of Representatives:
I cordially welcome you as a eo ordinate branch of the

State iroveriiment, to that participation in its affairs which

says: "In view of the repairing of buildings, making of
fences and other improvements that must be attended to
next year, some increase in the appropriation will .

necessary. I think fully one thousand dollars will b(;
required for these purposes.' I recommend that the ad-

ditional appropriation be made.

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.

This school is reported to be in a prosperous condition,
and is accomplishing much good in the education of

youths of the State. I witnessed some of the
commencement exercises la.st June, and was lavt.r il !y
impressed with the advancement of the students, as w, il

as the proficiency of the teachers and the general conduct
of the institution.

I recommend the usual appropriation, with the addi-
tional amount of live hundred dollars for the pun-Iris.- of
apparatus and books for the library.

iie (Jon-t- i; ution devolves upon you as representatives ol
the people. A great and sacred trust has been
milted lo vuur hands to be administered lor the welfare

; ,ti!hflt rortd to section, class, or
i I J 1 11UIV. - l U l w J - - O '

party ailihation, 1 sincerely trust mat your uenuera-tion- s

will be characterized by wisdom, peace and har- -

mun ;tnj. earnestly invoking the guidance and assistance
ol Almighty God, that the result of your labors will be

GoveruiiientTias sold 59.640 acres of land, for which the
State is entitled to indemnity, amounting to $52,515 00.
The State is aiso entitled to about 30.00) acres in lieu of
lands which the Government has permitted to be located :

and. there are 387.259 acres confirmed to the State, for
which no patent has been issued.

I recommend that provision be made for sending an
agent to Washington for the purpose of obtaining from
the General Land Office, the patents, scrip, or money, due
the State for swamp lands.

The Commissioner is thoroughly acquainted with the
business of his Department, and I commend to yonr favor-
able attention the recommendations made in his report.

REVENUE AGENT.

For the transactions in the office of tha Revenue Agent
I respectfully refer you to the report of that officer.

SECRETARY OF STATE.

Hon. Kinlock Falconer, Secretary of Slate, died on the
23d day of September, 1878. Daring the prevalence of
the epidemic, the duties of the office were faithfully per
formed by Mr. D. 1. Porter ; and on the 15th of November,
1 appointed Henry C. Myers for the unexpired term, lie
qualified on the 27th of November, and has discharged
the duties of the office in a most satisfactory manner.
His report will acquaint you with the details of the office.

STATE LIBRA It V.

The State Library is in excellent condition, and has been
admirably kept during the last two years.

The report of the Librarian will put you in possession
of all necessary information relative to its details.

education.
I am gratified to be able to state to you that our system

of Public Education continues to meet with the approval;
of the great mass of the people. A Hvely interest is
manifested in the cause of education, and there is a gen
eral disposition to maintain and improve the public schools,
I commend the system to your fostering care, and it will!

ns to entitle vou to His blessings, and to Uie grail- -

itude of the people you represent.
rihe year succeeding the adjournment ol me last iegis- -

Ilature was attended by disa-ter- s unparalleled in the au- -

!. . tf:.-- : i . ! 0- i -- i.r malignanti.. r t f. r. t t

Ol J.X ICIUU- - ... . ."" -- U.SSl-Si Ujl. ijrmmn,
in its character, and more fatal than ever before known, in
invaded many sections of the State, spreading death, devas-
tation and gloom wherever it went. Thousands of our fel-

low citizens fell victims to the dreadful scourge, and in
numerous instances whole families were borne away, as it
were, to a common grave. .Many of our most honored
citizens are numbered among the dead. For many months
the whole State was a melancholy scene ot suhermg, des- -

Ofcial JonraMtte State of Miss
i
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The Legislature. j

This ImmIv will meet t..-da- y. Ic -

comim-e- d for the most part, of thu,vht-- j

ful, discreet, men ho will addre, the,.,-- ,

selves earnestly to the work which their
hands will find t do. The people

will watch their proe. elinr with

tarer interest ; and they will he faith-- :

fully reported through the column i

The Ci.ap.ion- - from day to day.
.

Speakcr of the House.

The election f.r this ofrh . nlti.,1 ,

the choice of Hon. Ii. 1'. Johns of Amite,

a gentleman of talent- - and capability a-- a

presiding ufiicr. He wit- - eh.-'-ie-

after several balloting- - over a
ami pojnlar competitor, Mr.

Fields. Hon. K.h n k .1 Ilun;
,. ,. . jcandidalson was not a

a very flattering complimentary vote.

Hon. J. K. McLanrin also received a

nundier of votes, though not a cam!
date.

The Reassembling of Congress What
the Country Needs.

After a holiday of three week- - "ii-gre-

will roil me it- - labor- - to-da- y.

During the fir.-- t week- - of the , s- -i

nothing was done. Hv common con--- n:

th serious work of the S',.i-th- e

postponed until after recess. It

must now Ix gin m earne.-- t ; ami tn-

fountry will look with deep ell ill! '

to its proceedings. Upon the ire-ei- i-

tativesof the Democracy a great ! ; ;i- -

nihility is devolved. They have major-

ities in both hoii-e- - and wil!

Ite held accountable for the
they may adopt. J'ir-- t an 1 fore-

most, the mind- - of the count ry arc n. ad.

lip .V t muni o..,-- ,

on. one point. -- '

mim are ti'itiifi l. '1 hi' U'jl-- nj Ihr sirimn- -

OUijht to ll'if' lif'ii rl,,yi! irilh tin fm
TlfiJ owJit to I"' !" 'I ui '' formii
vrll m iii tin' Ji'l'l. The Southern
.members can well allord t ignore

the bloody shin when it is shaken
in their faces, for tin y have matters of
practical import to engage their atten-
tion. They have vast business inter
ests to foster and proim The

rency question can be be.-- t treated by

Iieing let alone, lint as it is one of im-

mediate concern, if the fight is forced,

the Democrats will consult patriotism
as well as expediency, by uppo-in- g the
administration's scheme to -- top

of silver and to destroy tae
Greenback notes. Pledged to bring
back the govern men t to tit-s- juineipl.
they will oppose the measures of

and al.-- o strive to intro-

duce economy into the expenditure of
. .i i m- -i :

oiation ana mourning, uui m me "wast i men uj-w- -.

the ciiaritabie world, with unstinted hand, ministered to
the relief of our sutiering people. From the cities, towns
and villages, .North, Fast. West atel South, large sums of
money and many needed supplie-- . were forwarded to our re-

lief associations'; and several large donations were receiv-
ed from foreign countries. The different Masonic bodies,
Odd Fellows and other benevolent institutions throughout
the country, were most conspicuous and liberal in their
oeeus oi cnatiiv: ami i was idvi-e- d of no instance in
which tie Mck Mitlered for want of money or supplies
ait-- r their necessities were matte known, and they could
be reached by any means of transportation.

The relief thus contributed was transported and distri-
buted by r.iihoad. express, and steamboat companies, free
oi' charge; and all correspondence for purposes of relief,
or appertaining thereto, was transmitted by telegraph
compaiiies upon the same terms. Such generosity on the
part of the people everywhere, and the valuable services
rendered by the transportation and telegraph companies,
claim recognition from the representatives of those who
were the beneficiaries of their munificent bounties.

A partial failure of the cotton crop in portions of the
State, and the unremunerati ve prices received for it,
created a feeling of discontent among plantation laborers,
which, together with other extraneous influences, caused
some to abandon their crops in the spring to seek
homes in the West. For a time the planting interest in
the Mississippi valley was seriously threatened; but the

'

excitement soon subsided and the supply of labor contin-
ue. I about equal lo the demand.

During the year just closed, the people, with the ex-
ception of those of two or three small villages, have been
favored with unusually good health ; and a fair yield ol
the crop, together with the satisfactory price received for
it. has, in a irreat measure, allayed the apprehensions felt

cur-;o- n account of the threatened disorganization of the labor
system. The trade and industries of the State have

' ureaily revived, and there are unmistakable evidences of
returning prosperity. At no time since the close of the
war has so general a spirit, of contentment prevailed
among ail classes of our citien?. and all seem to look
forward with eonhd'T;ce to a bright aiul happy future.

With a low exceptions, peace an 1 order have prevailed
'during the last two years; ami the laws for the
punishment of crime have, as a rule, been prompt-y- ,

vigorously and successfully administered. I de-

sire to bear testimony to the faithfulness with
which the Judges, District Attorneys, and other officers
charged wiih the administration of the criminal laws

j have performed their duties. Too much cannot be said
puimemoney. i ne nccessu, n app. , jn hejr t.ommCMl;1 , ion
atmn bdls, we trust, will be passed wiih-- j Tno p, ,litital canvass through which we have recently
out obstructive or dilatory proceedings ; j p:lcsed was an exciting one, but so far as 1 am informed
but it does not follow that the demoo a-- 1 1 he election was peaceable ; no serious disturbance hav-c- y

should lower their standard in favor ing occurred anywhere within the State,
It will devolve as the lirst Legislature sinceof free elections as u.e of! upon you

the army at the oolls, and the cmolov- - the adoption of the Constitutional amendment providing

I believe they demand its repeal. ,
The system proposed by which the standard of juries is

to be raised, will remove from the jury box the profes-
sional juror, and admit a worthy and intelligent class now-exclude-

A reform in our jury system is a necessity
long and seriously felt, and it is believed that this will
fully meet the demand, and tend greatly to promote the
ends of justice. In this connection I desire to repeat a
recommendation made in in my Annual ilessage to the
Legislature of of 1S7S, still believing the cause of jus-

tice will be promoted by giviug the State the power to
change the venue in criminal cases, in the manner con-

templated by the Constitution.
A careful inquiry into the various alterations proposed

to the laws, convinces me that they are calculated to
promote right, prevent wrong .advance justice, and secure
the attainment of the best results from the machinery oi
organized society. I cordially commend the whole work
to your careful and favorable consideration.

The best and most expeditious means of considering
the Code is a subject of the utmost importance, and
should, at once, command your serious attention. .My

own experience in matters of general legislation suggests
the wisdom of raising a joint committee to which the
Code shall be delivered, and to which the whole subject
shall be committed for investigation and report. 1 respect-
fully recommend the adoption of this course, and that
Judge Campbell be authorized and requested to appear
before the Committee at any and all times for the pur-
pose of explaining any difference that may arise; and it
the committee agree, that its reports be adopted without
discussion.

In considering the Code of lS71,it was taken up chap
ter by chapter, and referred to the respective committees
of each house, as in the case of other bills. This course
elicited much discussion, resulted in numerous unwhole-
some and incongruous amendments to the laws, and pro
longed the session to futir months and ten days duration.

The Legislature a joint committee
of nine on the part of the House of Kepresentatives, and
five on the part of the Senate, to which the Code was
referred, and its consideration was made the standing
order of the day, after 11 o'clock each day, until disposed
of. The Legislature remained in session two months and
five days, and having finished its labors adjourned. The
result was the Jtevised Code of lbbl.

I am informed that a majority of the States in the
Union, in revising their laws, have pursued the course
here recommended, and with results much more satisfac-
tory than in those States where a different mode of pro-
cedure has been adopted.

I respectfully call your attention to the necessity of
providing lor a suitable index, and for the printing of the
Code when completed.

FINANCES.

A general summary from the books of the Auditor of
I'ublic Accounts and the State Treasurer, presents a con-
dition of the finances highly satisfactory, and shows the
revenue of the last two years to have been amply suff-
icient to meet all demands upon the Treasury.

The Treasurer's report for I87S furnishes the following
exhibit :

KKCEIFTS.

On warrants .$ 9:)3.2r S7
On honds issued. 337,150 00
Total receipts . . . 81,270,075) S7

PlSUl'USEMEXTS.

Warrants paid and canceled .$ 720.070 45
Bonds paid and canceled . 148,350 00
Coupons paid ami canceled , . 2uvSS 00
Emtnett bank-ta- x paid back 230 23
Total disbursements. . S95,347 GS

Warrants outstanding Dec. 31, lSlS. . 401,510 09

Foil 1S75). KECKU'TS.

On warrants . . . 55S,S02 15
On bonds issued. 100,050 00

Total receipts. 065,452 15

ISUUKSE.MEN'1S.

Warrants paid and canceled! .$508,019 SS

lionds paid and canceled . 150.G00 00
Coupons paid and canceled . 3D.hG8 00
Certificates of indebtedness 1.432 CO

Total' disbursements .. .? 759.fi 19 88
Warrants outstanding December .list, 1S75). . . 36,823 02

INDEBTEDNESS OF THE STATE.

Due Chickasaw school fund .$815,229 11
Due interest on same . 10,150 01
Due common school fund 817,040 46
Warrants outstanding . 3Se,823 02

Certificates of indebtedness outstanding. . . .. 2,005 00
Bonds due January 1st, 18S0 . 150,000 00
I.ondsdue January 1, 1S81 . . 150.000 00
Hond.s due .January 1st, 18X2 . . 125.000 00
Bonds ilue January 1st, 183, . 100.000 00
Honds due January lst, ISJG . 227,150 00
Iuterest on Bonds . . 53,877 50
Interest due on Insurance Deposits . . 16,300 24
Railroad Tax distributive . 17,891 79
Common School Fund, distributive, about. . 120,000 00

Total Indebtedness $2,998,745 73
Irom the foregoing, the following deductions may

be made, to show the actual amount of debt the
State owes, and is required to pay:
Chickasaw School Fund $315,229 11
Common School Fuud 817,010 40
Warrants in the Treasury, owned by the State,

and included in outstanding warrants 185,207 77
Cash balance in the Treasury, Dec. 31, 1879 800,757 13

Total .$2,018,900 47

Thus it will be seen that the actual indebtedness of the
State, including the Agricultural Land Scrip Fund,
1227,150 00, in 5 per cent, bonds, due January 1890, is
f3 79,4 85 20.

This shows a decrease of the delft during the last two
years, oi aoout $i'u.uuu uo.

There are remaining in the Treasury, uncurrent worth-
less funds, accumulated during the war, amounting to
$795,930 48, and a counterfeit one hundred dollar note,
received by tlie present treasurer from his predecessor.
I respectfully recommend such legislation us'will author-
ize the Treasurer to cancel theso amounts, and remove
them from his books.

I also recommend the passage of an Act to cancel the
indebtedness of the State to the Common School Fund,
which amounts to $872,572 G7. This amount stands on
the books to the credit of the Common School Fund, while
no interest is paid upon it, and the Schools are supported
bv direct taxation. Since the constitutional amendment
ot 1876, there can be no objection to the passage of such
an Act. I further submit that it would be well to make
some disposition of the Railroad warrants held by the
State, and reported as outstanding. Should the foregoing
items be expunged from the accounts of the Auditor and
Treasurer, their books will show correctly the financial
condition of .he State.

In May last, I received from the United States Treasury
Department, of the two per cent, fund, $2,405 92; and of
the three per cent, fund, $5.60S, 88, which I paid into the
Treasury. Subsequently, a formal demand was made upon
me by the Vicksburg and Meridian Railroad Company
for the amount in the Treasury to the credit of the two
per cent. fund. This I declined, and the amounts remain
in the Ireasury, to the credit of the respective funds.

The attention of the Legislature has been repeatedly
called to a large quantity ol land on the roll of Tallahat
chie county, held jn trust by the State, oh account of
.Levee District Mo. 1. lases are due on these lands since
1874, and I recommend that some provision be made by
which they may be sold, so as to divest the lien of the
Levee Board, and perfect the title to the State. This
matter is fully explained by the Auditor in his report, to
wnicn J. myite your special attention.

There is much complaint from-som- e of the, counties in
the levee districts, on account of oppressive taxation.
The subject demands your attention, and if any relief can
be afforded, I doubt not that the proper remedy will be
applied

For the detailed operations of the Financial Department
of the Government, I respectfully re'fer you tq the reports
of the Auditor of Public Accounts and State Treasurer,
which will be transmitted to you at an early day.

coitslissioxer of swmp lands,

The pQmmJsBioner of Swamp Landa has sold, gince his
last report about ten thousand acrea of land- - un4er: the
Act of February 1st, 1877, and has issued patents for
about the same quantity, under, the Act of 185a, as au-

thorized by said Act of February 1st. 1877.
Jfrom his report it will be seen that the United States

TOUGA1.00 UNIVERSITY.

The Trustees of the Normal department of : i ,oii
University report the institution more prosperous t e.-U-

ever before.
Owing to disagreements between the repie n;,,i .'UN

oi the American Missionary Association and tin- - fni-o- f ' I ' s

the Normal department, no appropriation w.i- - uu ide
for the last two years. I repeat my recommend ui.. i to
the Legislature two years ago. that the law be so . mi I. led
as to abolish the Board of Trustees, and pro '' r a

of Visitors. The N.-rma- l department is ii.:
faithful work in the education of Teachers, and d. -- . i es
well of the State. I recommend a renewal of the i; ro
priations heretofore made tor its suppori. to be d si,i, d

under the direction of the Board of Visitors. Tins ."Id
be a substantial recognition of the good work w i,; i I h- -

American .Missionary Association is qineih. imj v
zealously and thoroughly doing iu our Stale.

CHAItlTAl.LK INSTITU I

The reports of the Trustees and iliecr- - of (tie
Charitable

e vera
Institutions of the Stale, will pl,o-- y o u in

possession of such informal ion as in i v bo ne. ess.i: y lo ,i

thorough understanding of their em Hunii and wan; s.
These institutions have been e- -l ddished. and are Ui-- i n
tained at great expense; and while a liberal and b U ! 1 o
people look with pride upon thes-- - monuments oi I Iu-i-

generosity, and demand all reasonable nieasiin s t o a
liorate Uie condition ot ibeir unfortunate inmate s. I hey
require the ut most care and economy in their in ;in.i:--

ment. First in importance of these institution-!- , is the

LUNATIC ASYLUM.

The number of patients under treatment dmi.-- the
year 1878, was four hundred and ninety-eight- . (i.Hoi
this number there were forty-fou- r deal lis ; lorty-loii- r dis-
charges, most of which were recoveries, and two escape-- .
During the year 1 S7' , the numbe r under t real men I w a
about equal to that of the year before. There were tbir
ty-tw- deaths, and thirty-fiv- e discharges. The institution
is in excellent condition, ami has been as well and e. o
nomically managed during the last two years as coiii I

possibly be done.
The large death rate during the year ls-7-, w:is proba-

bly attributable to the excessive heat of the summer
The deaths of both years were mainly Irom consumption
and epilepsy. Many of them cases of long standing, and
the patients worn out with age ami disease. I am in
formed by the Medical Superintendent, that there are
now thirty applicant for admission who cannot be ae. om
modated for want o( room. This number will necess aiil v
increase, as the discharges from all causes do not keep
pace with the increasing demand for admission. Owing
to the increased number ol patients since the spring of
1878, and the recent advance in the prices of supplies,
it will be impossible to support the Asylum for the next
two years without an increased appropriation. There,
are on the books of tho institution, the names of many
patients who are required to pay for board and treatment,
but very few actually pay, an 1 in a majority of such case
it is found most difficult to collect anything.

I respect fully recommend that the Asylum be made
free to all tho citizens of the State needing ilrf benefits.

DEAF AND DU.MI1 INSTITUTK.

The Deaf and Dumb Institute is in a. prosperous cm
dition. There are more students in attendance at I hi.---

time, than ever before at a corresponding time of the
session ; and a decided improvement is shown by tin- - fact
that thirteen new students entered during the year ls7:,more than half that number being under the age of thir-
teen years. The average number of pupils in attendanceduring the year 1878, was forty-five- . The average num-
ber during the yeas 1879, was forty-three- . 'There are now
in the school forty-fyui- - pupils, with several more expected
within a short time.

The expenditures for the year 1S7S, were a lit lie h--s
than the amount appropriated; but for the year IsT'd,
they exceeded the appropriation, covering the unexpended balance, and in consequence of the recent advance iu
the price of supplies, the accounts of the year cannoi In-

closed without a small deficit. With supplies at thepresent prices the institution cannot be maintainedwithout a small increase of the appropriation over thaiot the last two years. The buildings are at the presenttime, in good condition, but a small appreciation will henecessary lor repairs during tho next two vcars.Ihe new wing was completed at a cost of $d.-- ' 17 .V.and the balance of the appropriation for building purposoo has been judiciously theexpended by Board ot
irusteesin necessary repairs upon the main building.

there should bean additional employee in tie- - in-ti- tu

tion to instruct the girls in handicraft." There are thirl v
girls in the school, most of them in very moderate, circumstances, and all anxious to be taught the art of cuttingand fitting garments,-r,n- the use of the sewing machine.Ihe trustees have the authority to employ such tea. her,but have leltthat the appropriations were insufficient tojus ily the outlay I an, also of the opinion, that, asear y as practicable, work-shop- s should be erected, mwhich the boys may be taught such trades as are bestadapted to their condition. In the western suburbs of

t1 S a traCt 0l' hlnd formerly owned bv the
iSvlTYT' h"1 3,1 Acl of tl,e I'ishiture in ls7i'.if
reverted he. fiute The land cannot be utilized bvth- -
flliVvTV R ,IW0,1la brin onl il uoiuinal sum. "l,

can made useful and profitable to the in- - titut and Ion, respectfully recommend that t he Act referredll7TlaIed'a,lJ .tlat the Uoard of Trustees be author
r't ?osseSion of saj4 nd and exercise ownerfeinp n the same.

stiUitfoen aUSiccs of the U'ard of Trustees, this inhcoSeil l been,mIost successfully and economi.alK
not hp i. iTUS years; too much a..'
iVrin Jh GOmn!emlAUOa 1' the worthy and uttciliv,.

INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND.

in titnfdS
they-fa- r 1;f7S' the average attendance at tin,

feia1 ami four- -tee m& WCre co,ore1- -1870 l or the year
were in attendance twentv-eidit- - sUn-o-females and twelve males, one of whom was c lore 1

in4nt ! 8;a1teme1nt of toe financial condition of the
notation obtained in time for this message

veLswilllnnotrmeJ thf;,the exPetures for the past two
of theb irn.eXCeei!the PPPriation. The condition

snffieiPiS V d &S il shoukl "r l'VTtlt nl?" ?01'1 Mr Uie comfoble accommodation

wSt? i? be matfrialIy inc"el within the
SondurTn8 CrTded "milieu of the institu-ren- t

a hott yearJt closed, induced the Trustees to

ZZi!l:Z''r,lli0a fr 'he "ec,i i'l lion o
?n.Tita!on. ' necessities cf the

inj asTi'lL''?'.?6-1'?-
" ' yUr CarcM feel

wiflffer f ",0 "fottM blind

PENITENTIARY.

wiHhfn?Krt f llle S.uPerintendent of the 1'enitentiarv

lit ?otq mbe COnvict9 on the KeS"
colored? and 92 white 7Z ofvw1" 05 we?e

1S7S T 1st, 1877, to
37G; diing ?Sf vS?66617 by commitment
escaPes720 rectnSS were 93 deaths, 87

by commitment. 889 77 rfJSi. I2 here wre receiv?J
tured, and 27 pardoned TnJ?8' 8? eSCape8' 10 recaIH
from December 1st iR7- - f Umbelr on the Agister
From December Is mBl f

for biennial sessions, to adjust the laws regulating the
various departments of the State government to the
chaned order of things. All existing laws were enacted
with a view to annual sessions i- the Legislature, and the i

required changes must bo npparlnt. Many annual reports
now required by law, may be dispensed with, thereby

-- cinn ex pens and tending to simplify the oper
at ions- of the departments.

In performing the duty assigned me by the Constitu-
tion to give you information of the state of the govern-
ment, and to recommend for your consideration such
measures as I may deem necessary and expedient, I need
make but few recommendations; iu reference to the gen-
eral laws of the State, farther than to commend to yoijr
careful consideration the various changes proposed in the
new Code, which, it is believed, comprises all the general
legislation now required.

l!y an Act of the last Legislature lion. J. A. l Camp-
bell was authorized to revise and codify all the laws of
iho State of a general nature, and required to submit the
same to the Legislature, at its regular session in ISSO. la
accordance with said Act , Judge Campbell has been dili-

gently engaged in performing the woik ;;sjgned him, and
is now ready to submit the result of his arduous labors to
vour honorable bodies. No specific manner having been
provided for submitting the draft Code to the Legislature, it
has been depo-ite- d in this otlice to be transmitted to you
at such time, and in ench manner, as you may direct.

The Code has been prepared r. ith great care with a

afford me pleasure to e with you in all proper
measures for its advancement.

I regret that a failure on the part of the Superintend-
ent of Public Education to receive, in time, reports irom
the different counties, renders it impossible to communi-
cate to you the information 1 desire to give on this import-
ant subject ; but the Superintendent's leport will furnish
all necessary details, and that oilieer is better acquainted
with the workings of our school system, and its necessities,
than any one else can be. His report will be laid before
you in due time, and 1 invite your careful attention to
his suggestions and recommendations.

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI.

The Pniversity, standing at the head of the educational
institutions of the State, is still in a prosperous condition.
During the year lb78, there were admitted 320 students;
from January 1st to December 12, 1870, 422. There are
now in the University 354 students, as follows : Law
Students. 18; Under Graduates, 334; and Post Graduates,
2. Tlie Faculty consists of a Chancellor, eight Professors,
1 Principal of High School, and 5 Tutors. With tlia pres-
ent number of students, and the number likely to be
present iu the future, the teaching force must necessarily
be increased, and some additional recitation rooms will
be required. Itseemsquite certain that the wants of the
Institution can not be met for the next two years without
an increased appropriation. Some additional appropria-
tions will also be required for the library, for the chemical
and philosophical departments, and for additional build-
ings and repairs.

The Hoard of Trustees will meet during the present
month, to make known to you the necessities of the Uni-
versity, and I ask, at your hands, a careful and favorable
consideration of the same,

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE.

This Institution was established by an Act of the Legis-
lature, approved February 2Mh, 1878. The Board ot
Trustees having been appointed as required by Section 3
of the Act, organized and proceeded to procure a site for
ttie focation oi the College, as contemplated by Section
12; but the operations of the Board were interrupted by
the appearance of yellow lever in the State, and fhe loca-
tion was not made until the following winter. The Col-
lege having been located at Starkville, in Oktibbeha coun-
ty, the Board of Trustees selected a site for the buildings,
and purchased three hundred and lii'ty acres of land, at a
cost of $2,450 00. An architect was employed, plans and
specifications drawn, and sealed proposals for the erection
of the building invited. The contract was awarded to
Mr. C. M. Rubusii, of Vaiden, Mississippi, and he corn
inenced the work in the latter part of duly, 1870. The
buihb'ng, which is now almost complete, is large and com-
modious, comprising all the improvements, ol modern ar-
chitecture, and when finished will cost something over
$10,000 00. Under the supervision of the able and expe-
rienced architect, Mr. Alfred Zucker, of the firm of Moses
it Zucker, of Vicksburg, the contractor has faithfully per-
formed his work, and the building is believed to be, by
far, the best ever erected in the State, for that amount.

Donations from the citizens of Starkville and vicinity,
and the interest on the Agricultural Land Scrip Fund,
have been used by the Trustees for the purchase of land,
and the construction of the building. The limited means
at the command of the Trustees did not warrant them in
contracting for any other improvements, and they conf-
idently await the action of your honorable body.

Section 14, of the Act establishing the College, pro-
vides: "That in order to establish financial equality in
all respects between these two Colleges, a sum equal to
the amount heretofore appropriated to Alcorn University
out of the principal arising from the sale ol said Land
Scrip, is hereby appropriated to the College provided for
by section 2 of this Act, and the Trustees thereof, shall
be authorized to use the same in carrying out the pro-
visions of this Act for the benefit of said College.

Upon investigation, the Board of Trustees failed to dis-
cover any practical means bv which anv part of Ihe
principal of the Fund could be made available for then-purpose- s

without further legislation, and the whole
amount remains in the Treasury.

The Agricultural College is an institution much needed
in the State, and it is believed that if the necessary
means be provided for putting it into practical operation,
it will soon become an honor to the State, and a blessing
to the industrial classes of Mississippi. Its leading object
will be to teach such branches as relate to Agriculture
and the Mechanic arts, but other scientific and classical
studies will not be excluded. The farmers of the State
have manifested unusual interest in the success of the
institution, and there is certainly no class of our citizens
whose claims are entitled to more consideration at your
hands.

The Board of Trustees will be in session in Jackson
some time during the present month, and will make
known to your honorable body the prospects and necessi-
ties of the institution. They will ask for an appropriation
sufficient to enable them to carry out the objects and
purposes of the law, and to commence the school by the
1st of September next.

I confidently believe that the subject will receive that
consideration which its importance demands, and that
you will deal liberally with the Agricultural and Median
ical College,

ALCORN AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE.

Section 3. of the Act to establish Agricultural and
Mechanical Colleges, provides for the appointment of a
new Board of Trustees for this institution, in the samemanner as that for the Agricultural and Mechanical Col-
lege is required to be appointed : but having a few days
prior to the passage of the Act, appointed a Board com-
posed of the best citizens in the vicinity of the College,
and mainly of farmers and those appointments having
been confirmed by the Senate,. I came to the conclusion!

fx - 7auer consulting several members ol the Legislature, thatit wa3 not the intention of the framers of th. bw tktthis Board should be distributed, and consequently didnot conform to that requirement of the Aet
t

In the interest
T

of economy, and for the best. interests of
uie msuiuuon, l recommend that so much of Section 3,
of said Act as relates to Alcorn Agricultural and Mechan-
ical College be repeated. also recomrnend the repeal
oi -- u wutu ui oecuuu x as cnanges me name ot the insti-
tution.

Notwithstanding the opening of the school in the lall
of 187S was delayed by the prevailing epidemic until the
middle of November, there were one hundred and twen-ty-Beye- n

students in attendance in. the month of January
following. The present session commenced September
5th, 1879. There are now more students present than for
several years at a corresponding time of the session, andit is believed that within a short time after the Christmas
holidays, the institution will be filled to its utm,Q5t capac-
ity. The teachers are learned,, experienced and faithful;
aftd the school is conducted qn the most economical prin-piplfjs- ..

TJndej: the toes? systetq, the students board them-
selves for one dollar per week; and, their whole expenses
need not be more than twenty cents each, per day.

In his report to ine dated December 18, Dr. Revels

Vie w Ot perfecting the laws so as to meet tlie wants Of all
rasses ; and the eminent ability and large experience of

;, , ,i ; ,, ,M, ; , 0i im-is- t who has made the revision, arid
-- ill, MUoh devoted himself to the task,

render it quite certain that me woik, as it comes irom nis
hand-- , is as nearly perfect as it can be made. I trust
that all amendments proposed to the work will be care-
fully scrutinized, and not adopted without mature con-

sideration.
The modification of the registraiioti and election laws,

dispensing with their complex machinery by abolishing
State and County Loards of Registration as now consti-
tuted, seems to me a wise and economical provision. The

ment of marshals and parti.an supervi-- ;

Hors to interfere with the freedom of
the ballot. The isue can best be made
by the iit4"i'dueten of scpejate 'oil'.--

If they are defeated by the Kxeciuive
veto, the issue can then he taken up to
the highest tribunal for arbitrament
the tribunal of the people divested of
the humbugging pretence that t he Dem-

ocrats are endeavoring to starve the
government. The conservative senti-

ment of the country is alarmed by the
clamor for Grant and a Third Term--Ciran- t

and the Km pi re- and if the rep-

resentative of the Democracy in the
federal councils will meet the great re

sponsibility, w liich has been put n pi ii

them by the country, wisely and Weil,

a Democratic victory will be ur d in

the .President iai election.

The President of 1 lie St. Louis Lo- -

dus Association lias petitioned
Mayor and City Council for aid, saying:

There are ulioiit two hundred :nid fi.'fv
families iu the city from the South, nnuiy
oi u honi are sentteied amonr the families ot
the resident colored people. All of them j

require aiwiVtanee, some of them being en-- !

ir.ly hemic. and in a emidit ion of gi eat

Si,,:': ntlT ."nv Z Vtil"
nd hv hiamlmat or rail, and v!

reason to think that they will be numbered
ly thousands this time and lin-

early spring. Nearly all ot':h ni conic in a
wretched condition, two-third- ; women
uml children wi'hoiit any definite plan of
aefion or place of destination. They must
evidently remain here for a enn-idera-

length of time after arrival, simpiy from'
want of fcwans to get away.

.
suaded these peopV from the h"'
where they were well provided vith th

of life, and were com fortal le '

and would have been happy if left alone1
into this wretched and suffering con li- -

tion here described? And how long are;
these hapless e to be hoodwinked !

and imposed upon inv designing-

-

f?oues?

A Ttemocratic Caucus--Wh- o Should !

be Admitted. j

r-- ;

Col. J. J. Shannon, in Meridian News.

Tliperaredicus-.ul- g the question a:
whether the Democratic nien.here ot the;

Legislature cliould Hold a caucus to n,,nu-- ,

natea Senator and other erY le
. c'oc"i

ted bv that IkxIv. It is against
aueu3, that the pposition ti tie lk:UK,;il'
7 mm small, that nothing em u gamed in- -

j

It. au4 that to exclude irom part.e.pauon hi

th? stleftion of officers the Greenback adalJ
Independent mewbers may weaken the par-- ;

ty in the Presidential election. A e are tin-- ,

able to see the force of tin ejection. "jf
the Democratic party preserves its orgsima-- .

tion, we have no fears of the result of that j

election, and we think a strict adherence to

the caucus system, aud ihe usuages of the
mrtv will lie the surest means to carry thet j
state. AVe are, therefore, in favor of a
cusol the Democratic members of the Leg--

isUtlire to select candidates for every otiiee

to be filled by the Legislature. We presume
no Greecbacker or Independent would de-air- e

to take part in such a caucus ; none

fbould be admitted, but those who support-
ed the party ticket at the last election and
are known to Le in affiliation with the Demo-

cratic organization.

It is estimated in New Orleans that
the cotton crop will run up to 5,400,000

hales. There is a slight aencieney in

Texas find a considerable deficiency in

the South kntac States, bnt the terri-to- rj

drained ly the Jlississippi and

braebe will bring iu between 400,000

end 500,000 bales more than last year.

The estimate is too high. . ,

requiriMiients oi ino v onsiunuon win oe met, me iegis- -

trtlioii and election as complete and satisfactory, and at
,nm.h less expense. The system recommended J3 believ-necessari- es

ej (u i)C the simplest: and least expensive that can be
adopted to conform to the constitutional demand.

The amendment of the law in relation to public officers
and their duties which continues a deputy in office after
the death of his principal, seems to be just, since the

dema-i,..- 1
deputy

.
was accredited to the .

public bv the olhcer in his.
hie lime. It will m many instances prevent mterrup- -

Itions in the duties of important offices and promote the
public welfare.

The Kevenuo law is made plain, harmonious, and sim- -

p!e. The provision for the assessment of persons and
prorert v which escaped taxation in former years; and

lh(j ;.llo lor taxes of lands not sold, from anv cause, at
.- fiseJ for ,he rejJlllar saIe for taxes is an irap0r--

, , nfP(1(1 i:nnrovement : and that in relation
to the ta on privileges, seems equitable and just. If

atjie pri!U.ipie Qf ii;-;osi- a tax on privileges be correct,
it he amount of tax should be regulated by the extent of

, busi . anJ the am0unt of capital cqinloyed
Jhe q anj C3SV m0i3e proposed for the enrollment

ori, :inizatiou of the militia cannot fail to commend
. .. juJjjmeiit.

The ameiuiuientg to tpl0 laws i,x relation to tlj Courts,
Justices of the Peace to the Supreme Court, ara

jRlmej to perfect their machinery; to make definite
Ct?rta; foMie things now open to'discussion ; to make

uniform some luaUj. pt practice now variant; to cheapen
litigation and secure its results io the party in the right;
trt pnlnrcro the control of the Chancery Court; and to in
croase the efficiency of its administration of the affairs

cj-is- i an Uijn0rs. and persons of unsound mind.
pjJO famii'i?nry cl thhlge Uampbefl witli the Uourts

qualifies himj in' an Cimnetu uCS.rfe. to perfect the laws
lor their government: and his recomnjeudit;pns will, I
doubt not, commend themselves to your approval.

I earnestlv recommend the change proposed to the lar
in relation to the deposits by foreign insurance compa-nie- s;

and further recommend that you consider the pro-

priety ol requiring all foreign insurance companies nov
doing business in the State, to withdraw their deposits,
and replace them with United States bonds- - Mostof the
companies would prefer holding United fitatej? securities,
and the amount of interest on the deposits wQuhi h$
saved to the State. -

The proposition to emancipate married women; froqj all
disability in dealing with their, own separate property-seem- s

to be a proper consummation of our past legisla-
tion on this matter, and ought to be adopted.

The aineudmeuts to the lawg in relation to liens, are.


